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TechNotes is a database designed to store, manage, and retrieve data, information, and photos 
of alarms, autos, electronics, locks, keys, motorcycles, safes, tools, etc. 

 
About the Demo: 

The TechNotes demo will expire in 30 days and is limited to 5 entries per category. 

After expiration, the demo can be activated to full program status and any data you 
entered will be available to you. 

 

System Requirements: 
Windows XP Pro (SP2) / Vista / Windows 7 Professional 



TechNotes is password protected by an account name and a password.  

For distribution purposes, the default account name is administrator (not case-sensitive) and 
the default password is Admin (case-sensitive – Cap A). 

The account name is not changeable. 

The password is user changeable and should be changed to a secure password as soon as 
possible (see below). 

 
Changing the Password 
 

 
 
To change the password, click “Reset Password” on the main menu. 

In the following dialogue box: 

 
 

Enter the account name (administrator). Then enter the new password (which will be case-
sensitive). Then re-enter the new password. Click OK.  
 
The next time you launch TechNotes, you will need the new password. 
 
IMPORTANT: The password is secure. If you forget the password, there is no way to retrieve it, 
so make it something you can remember easily. 
 



About the Main Menu Buttons 
 

Exporting and importing backup records: 

 
It’s a good idea to periodically export the records in TechNotes to a backup file. If you have a 
drive failure or the database is damaged by a power surge, you could lose all your data, unless 
you have backup records. 

If disaster strikes, you can re-install TechNotes from the original CD and import your records. 

Click the button “Export Backup Records”. This will export your records to the root folder of 
TechNotes (C:/Program Files/TechNotes). 

Each category (safes, alarms, autos, etc will be exported separately to its own file – safes.bak, 
alarms.bak, etc). 

If you need to re-install TechNotes, just click the button “Import Backup Records”. 

Your backup files MUST be in the root folder. TechNotes will look for them there and import each 
one into the proper category. 

 

 

Category buttons: 
To enter data in a particular category, click the appropriate button. 

 

 



(This documentation will use Safes as examples, but the information applies to all categories) 

 

To go to a particular category, click the appropriate button: 

 
This will take you to an index listing of the records entered in this category: 

 
 

If there are no records in a category, you will be asked if you want to create a new entry. 

You can go to any particular entry by clicking the arrow next to the item you want, or you can go 
directly to a summary of all records in this category by clicking the “View All” button (upper right). 



Safe Records: 
 
Detail Screen: 

 
 

Records the manufacturer, style, and model of safes. 

You can place up to four photos for any entry. 



Buttons: 

                                                                  
For moving through records. Clockwise from upper left: previous record, next record, last 
record, first record. 
 

 
Returns you to the index screen. 

 

 
Provides a summary of records in each category: 

 

 
Creates a new record in the current category. 

 

 
Prints the current record. Any notes for the record are included in the printout. 

 

 
Finds a record in the current category: 

 

 
Finds all records in the current category. 

 

 
Deletes the current record. 

 

 
Enter notes pertaining to the current record: 

 



Placing photos: 

You can place up to four photos for each record. 

To place or replace a photo, click the “Add/Replace Picture” button. 

To delete a photo, click “Delete Picture”. 

 

 
 

Photos should be .gif or .jpg format.  

If .jpg, they should be in RGB format rather than CMYK.  

Digital cameras usually are RGB formatted .jpg. 



To view a large version of the photo, click “Click here to enlarge”: 

 

 
 
Click “Return” to go back to the detail screen. 

To print the enlarged photo, click “Print” in the upper right corner. 



 
Provides a summary of all records in a particular category: 

 
To go to any particular record, click the arrow next to the manufacturer of the record you want. 

Click “Return” to return to the details screen where you left off. 

Click “Print” to print the summary. 

 



 
Takes you to a screen where you can enter notes pertaining to the current record: 

 
 

This field will hold 2 MB of text so you can be as detailed as you want. 

You can enter up to six 8.5” x 11” pages worth of notes. 

Notes are included in the printout when you print the record from the details page. 

 

 



Finding a record:  

 
Click “Find” to find a record in the current category: 

 

 
Enter the search criteria and click “Perform Find”. To cancel the find, click “Cancel”. 

 

 
Finds all records in the current category. 



Additional Categories: 
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